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THINKING GEOGRAPHICALLY

1. As discussed in the Contemporary Geographic Tools box, the
current method of counting a country’s population by requiring
every household to complete a census form once every 10 years
has been severely criticized as inaccurate. The census allegedly
fails to count people who cannot read the form or who do not
wish to be found. This undercounting produces a geographic
bias, because people who are missed are more likely to live in
inner cities, remote rural areas, or communities thar atrract a
relatively high number of recent immigrants. Given the avail-
ability of reliable statistical tests, should the current method of
trying to count 100 percent of the population be replaced by

a survey of 2 carefully drawn sample of the population, as i
done with political polling and consumer preferences? Why o

why not?

. Scientists disagree about the cffects of high density on humas

behavior. Some laboratory tests have shown that rats display evi
dence of increased QgETesSiVEness, competition, and violence whe
very large numbers of them are placed in a box. 1s there any evi
dence that very high density causes umans to behave especiall

aggressively or violently? Discuss.

 Paul and Anne Ehrlich argue in The Population Explesion (1990) th

a haby born in an MDC such as the United States poses 1 grav
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threat to global overpopuladon than a baby born in an LDC. The
reason is that pecple in MDCs place much higher demands on the
world’s supply of energy, food, and other limited resources. Do you
agree with this view? Why?

4 Members of the baby-boom generation—people born between
1946 and 1964—constitute nearly one-third of the U.S. populaton.
Baby boomers have received more education than their parents,
and women are mare likely to enter the labor force. They have
delayed marriage and parenthood and have fewer children com-

pared to their parents. “They are more likely to divorce, to bear chil-
dren while unmarried, and to cohabit. As they grow alder, what
impact will baby boomers have on the American population in the
twenty-first century?

5, What policies should governments in MDCs pursue to reduce
global population growth? If an MDC provides funds and advice w0
promote family planning, does it gain the right to tell developing
countries how to spend the funds and how to use the expertise?

Explairl your answer.
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